SHORT FORM ANNOUNCEMENT FOR COMMUNITY CALENDARS: 

CITY, STATE ­ DAY, DATE, YEAR TIME : _______________________ (name of venue)    presents the Celtic harpist/singer Áine Minogue, in a show in celebration of Imbolc, a feast that honored  the ancient Irish Goddess, Bridget. Time

Venue

Street Adress

City, state, zip

Call for more information at ________________

 or visit the web site at www.________________________
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:   (date)__________________________

CONTACT: Name__________ (phone)_______(email)_____________

City, State:

  “Is there a moment quite as keen, or memory as bright, as light and fire and music sweet, to warm the winter’s night.”

_________________ (name of presenter)  will celebrate the beauty of winter and the old Celtic celebration of Imbolc (Bridget) with Irish harpist and singer Áine Minogue, live in concert at ________________________ (name of venue) on, day______, date, ___________, year___________ time _________
 As traditional Irish music and dance continue to enjoy phenomenal success both here and in Ireland, Áine Minogue is an artist who has long explored its themes and who captures its very essence.  Her voice reflects the lyricism and richness to be found in Irish music, mythology and poetry with a voice undeniably her own and a diverse group of instruments that add to the traditional flavor  of her work. Ireland's The Guardian said ". . .  it is in performance that the real Áine Minogue emerges....through  her sheer talent as a musician and storyteller . . ." while critic Scott Alarik of The Boston Globe said "beguiling  style . . . Áine Minogue's harp was dark and beautiful."

 Born in Borrisokane, County Tipperary, Áine moved from Ireland to the United States as an adult and settled in New England.  She continues to concentrate on the traditional music of her homeland, both as a soloist and collaborator, exploring the ancient art form, but adding her own creativity to each piece. She has entertained former Irish Presidents and Prime Ministers, and is a regular performer at folk festivals and concerts throughout the United States. 

 Áine has done extensive research into the old Celtic calendar, as well as Celtic winter traditions and has unearthed some unusual and haunting selections, as well as having written some original tunes.

The old Celtic calendar was divided into two main sections, the “light half” – that of the people – ran from May 1st, (May Day) to October 31 (Samhain or Halloween).   The “dark half” began on Samhain and continued until May Day.   The Celtic cycle of the year was further divided by four major "fire festivals": Beltaine, (May Day) Samhain, (Halloween) Lughnasadh (August 1st) and Imbolc (Feburary 1st, Feast of Bridget).

These boundaries marked the new season and followed the old agricultural cycle of the year.   Imbolc occurred on the First of February, and marked the mid-point of the "dark half" of the year.  On Imbolc, the people honored Brigit, goddess of all creative things. To this day many Irish homes have a St. Brigit's cross for protection - still made from rushes.

Bridget was later recognized as a saint and is one of the three patron saints of Ireland.   In pre-Christian time, she was represented by the triple spiral which expressed the three aspects of  womanhood - maiden, mother and crone.

 Music selections will include “Gabhaim Molta Bride,” a traditional tune dedicated to the feast of Bridget, as well as Aine’s original “Bridget’s Feast.”  from her album The Mysts of Time, which was praised by Billboard Magazine:  “She has a fragile, lilting voice that wraps around the mostly Gaelic lyrics like a gently windblown satin sheet.”

The show will also include selections from her album entitled To Warm the Winter's Night, which was praised by The Irish Echo as "a haunting and  beautiful creation . . . one of the most unusual, original and  lovely albums to appear in a long time." 

 Áine's other recordings include Were You At the Rock, The Twilight Realm, Between the Worlds, Celtic Moon, Circle of the Sun and her latest, Celtic Pilgrimage.  .  Numerous tracks of her music appear on compilations for such labels as  BMG, Virgin, Rounder, and Putumayo in varying styles including  Celtic, world, folk and new age. Her music videos have been aired on PBS's "Out of Ireland" and she has provided music for a number of soundtracks, as well as the major television networks. 

 Tickets for the concert are available now at  phone _____________ email_______________________.

For additional information on this concert or any of ____________________ (name of venue/presenter)  other upcoming performances and programs, visit the website at www.________________ or call  ______________ (telephone) 

Enjoy some great photos of Áine, listen to some of her  songs, read about the Irish harp, and so much more with a visit  to www.minogue.com. 
